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Step 1: Classify the Importation
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1 If when interviewing the passenger, you discover that the individual doesn’t speak English, use a Customs 
Declaration Form (Customs Form 6059B) and point to the appropriate text to ask the questions. See 
Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration on page 2-3-16 for samples of the form in Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. 
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Overview of Criteria to Use to Determine if an Importation Is of Animal Origin or Related to 
an Animal 

◆ Described using the name of an animal

◆ From an animal

◆ Is a live animal

◆ Likely to have come in contact with animals or parts of an animal

FIGURE 2-3-1  Criteria to Use for Determining Whether an Importation Is of Animal 
Origin or Related to an Animal
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Handling Passengers in Transit
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TABLE 2-3-1   Classify an Importation as Live Animal, Animal Product, Animal 
By-Product, or Related Animal Product

If the importation is: And its purpose is for: Then classify it as:

◆ Pet birds

◆ Semen, embryos

◆ Organisms or vectors

Live animals

From an animal Human consumption such 
as:

◆ Casings

◆ Edible bird nests 

◆ Eggs

◆ Meat

◆ Milk

◆ Processed products 
containing meat

Animal products

Manufacturing, research, 
biological or pharmaceutical 
products, testing, 
aesthetics, and recreation 
such as:

◆ Animal waste

◆ Blood

◆ Bones

◆ Casings

◆ Extracts and derivatives of 
organs and glands

◆ Hides

◆ Organs and glands

◆ Trophies

Animal by-products

◆ Inedible bird nests

◆ Footwear

◆ Straw and hay

Related animal products



Procedures: Clearing Regulated Passenger Baggage
Step 3: Determine the Entry Requirements

03/2003-14 Animal Product Manual 2-3-5
PPQ, VRS

Step 3: Determine the Entry Requirements
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Veterinary Services prohibits the hand carrying of certain biological agents 
such as those moving in contradiction of the permit. Therefore, follow these 
directions in handling such hand-carried biological agents:

1. Review the accompanying VS Form 16-6A, Import Permit.

2. Check if the agent is moving in contradiction1 of the permit. 

3. If the biological agent is moving in contradiction of the permit, then 
confiscate the biological agent, and contact the National Center for Import and 
Export at 301/734-3277, for directions on proper storage, transport, and 
destruction of the materials.

1 For example, the VS Form 16-6A, Import Permit, specifies that "imported materials must be 
shipped by a commercial carrier," yet the biological agent is being hand carried. The biological 
agent would be moving in contradiction of the permit.

Important

Before continuing, find out if a VS permit covers the importation authorizing 
the importation’s entry. A VS permit takes precedence over the entry 
requirements listed in this manual.

TABLE 2-3-2  Determine if the Importation Is Admissible Using Information Collected

If the importation is: And the animal product is:
Then for the regulatory 
action:

Covered by a VS permit GO to Processing 
Importations Authorized 
Entry by a VS Permit on 
page 2-4-27

Not covered by a VS permit Meat or eggs Go to Appendix A, Guide to 
Entry Status of Animal 
Products in Passenger 
Baggage or Mail on 
page A-1-1

Other than meat or eggs 1. GO to the Reference 
chapter 

2. REGULATE the same as 
for a commercial entry
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Important

Your investigative techniques will prove valuable in determining the contents of 
containers and cans. Be particularly suspicious of canned products from 
Taiwan. The labels on products regularly sold by some supermarkets and food 
companies state the product’s name in English, but do not mention meat. 
However, on the label in a block about 1 inch square appears the Chinese 
character for meat (see Figure 2-3-2). Also, containers and cans labeled as 
preserved fruit and tea often contain meat (see Appendix D, A Guide to Animal 
Product and By-Product Labels).

FIGURE 2-3-2  Chinese Character for Meat
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Important

Historically, PPQ, VRS has supported the restrictive actions taken by individual 
officers based on the lack of evidence necessary to take the proper regulatory 
action.
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TABLE 2-3-3  Determine if Meat Is Hermetically Sealed and Shelf Stable Based on 
How It Was Cooked in the Container

If the container is a: Then:

◆ Can

◆ Crock

◆ Flexible foil pouch

◆ Jar 

◆ Pop-top can

Examine the container using Figure 2-3-3

◆ Transparent plastic pouch 

◆ Container labeled as sterile filling or 
pasteurized

1. JUDGE the contents as not shelf stable
2. TAKE appropriate action
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Properties of containers that are hermetically 
sealed and shelf stable:

Properties of containers that are not 
hermetically sealed and shelf stable:

The ends or lid of the container is concave, 
inwardly curved, flat, and smooth

The ends or lid is swelled, bulged, or 
outwardly curved

If the container is a can, the seal is seamless 
with no evidence of soldering

The seal shows evidence of soldering

When you press the ends or lid of the 
container, the ends or lid gives only slightly

When the container lid is pressed, you feel 
the lid move inward or you hear the lid click

If the container is a foil pouch, there is liquid 
inside surrounding the meat and the meat 
moves when you massage the foil pouch

◆ The foil pouch is molded snugly around 
the meat, with little or no liquid inside

◆ You are unable to move the meat when 
you massage the pouch

◆ There may be instructions on the pouch 
to further cook the meat beyond 
warming up

There is no odor There is an objectionable odor

The container is dry and clean The container shows evidence of leaking

The label is commercially printed The label is handwritten

FIGURE 2-3-3  List of Container Properties Describing Both Those That Are and Are 
Not Hermetically Sealed and Shelf Stable

TABLE 2-3-4  Determine if Meat Is Hermetically Sealed and Shelf Stable Based on 
Your Examination of the Container

If: Then:

One or more of the Properties of 
Containers that Are Not Hermetically 
Sealed and Shelf Stable, as listed in 
Figure 2-3-3 applies

1. JUDGE the contents as not hermetically 
sealed and shelf stable 

2. TAKE appropriate action

All of the Properties of Containers that Are 
Hermetically Sealed and Shelf Stable, as 
listed in Figure 2-3-3 apply

1. CONSIDER that, in most probability, the 
contents are hermetically sealed and shelf 
stable 

2. CONTINUE to 3., and OPEN a container, if 
you are still unsure
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Step 4: Inspect the Importation
7������
����������
����	
���%	�������	��������������	
��	�������

�����������	
���	���	�����������������������	
��	���7�������

����%�����������	��	���� 

TABLE 2-3-5  Determine if Meat Is Hermetically Sealed and Shelf Stable Based on 
Your Inspection of the Contents

If the contents: Then:

Appear processed and any fat present was 
melted by cooking 

1. JUDGE the contents as hermetically 
sealed and shelf stable

Are unprocessed or you see pieces of fat 1. JUDGE the contents as not hermetically 
sealed and shelf stable 

2. TAKE appropriate action

Important

The dry-pack, canned chorizo or sausage does not meet the requirements of 
cooking or sealing. Chorizos are sealed after heating and are not commercially 
cooked in the container. Home produced or small butcher shop produced cans 
are not always sterile or completely shelf stable. Therefore, you need to look 
at labels and markings on the cans that will indicate whether the product was 
commercially processed.

EXAMPLE The fat will be greasy, 
gelatinous, or lard-like in 
appearance. Think of what 
bacon fat looks like after 
frying and the grease has 
congealed in the pan.

EXAMPLE The fat will be more intact. 
Think of what fat looks like 
in a can of pork and beans.
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TABLE 2-3-6  Determine Action Based on Results of Inspection

As a result of your inspection you find: Then:

Restricted animal products or by-products 
packed in a leaking, damaged, or 
otherwise unacceptable container

1. SEIZE the restricted animal products or 
by-products

2. CLEAN and DISINFECT any contaminated 
surfaces according special procedures for 
Disinfection on page 2-4-13

Any of the following:

◆ Plant debris, hay and straw, or soil

◆ Manure, blood, or other known animal 
contaminants

GO to Table 2-3-7

No contamination; the article is clean GO to Step 5: Take Final Regulatory Action on 
page 2-3-12
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TABLE 2-3-7  Action to Take on Contaminates

If the contamination is 
associated with: And the article was used in: Then:

A live animal importation CONSULT local VS who is 
responsible for cleaning and 
disinfecting

Leaking, spilling, or 
adhering to any of the 
following:

◆ Animal product

◆ Animal by-product

◆ Farm machinery

◆ Footwear

◆ Vehicle 

Canada, but not 
Newfoundland or that portion 
of Central Saanich on 
Vancouver Island in the 
province of British Columbia 
east of the West Saanich 
Road

GO to “Step 5: Take Final 
Regulatory Action” on  
page 2-3-12 

A country other than Canada, 
or if Canada, Newfoundland 
or that portion of Central 
Saanich on Vancouver Island 
in the province of British 
Columbia east of the West 
Saanich Road1

1. HAVE the individual REMOVE 
the animal contamination, plant 
debris, or soil

2. DISINFECT the article 
according to the Special 
Procedures for Disinfection on 
page 2-4-13

1 Countries or regions where harmful, cyst-forming nematodes are found.
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Authorize Shipment to an Approved Establishment or Warehouse
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Action to Take 
on Importations 
Consigned to an 
Approved 
Establishment 
or Warehouse
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Options to Give 
Importer on 
Importations 
Consigned to an 
Unapproved 
Establishment 
or Warehouse
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TABLE 2-3-8  Action to Take on Passenger Baggage When Authorizing a Shipment to 
an Approved Establishment

If the product is: Then:

Consigned to an approved 
establishment or warehouse

GO to Action to Take on Importations Consigned to an 
Approved Establishment or Warehouse on page 2-3-14

Consigned to an establishment or 
warehouse not approved

GO to Options to Give Importer on Importations 
Consigned to an Unapproved Establishment or 
Warehouse on page 2-3-14

Not consigned to an 
establishment, but needs to be 
consigned to an approved one

GO to Action to Take on Importations Not Consigned to 
an Establishment or Warehouse, but Needs to Be on 
page 2-3-15



Procedures: Clearing Regulated Passenger Baggage
Step 5: Take Final Regulatory Action

03/2003-14 Animal Product Manual 2-3-15
PPQ, VRS

 4. $��
	��������	
��	������
��!&7*�����
%���	���+	��	�����

��
���	�������
����
�����	
�����	��'������%	����

Action to Take 
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Assessing Civil Penalties
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Important

PPQ never recommends one establishment over another.
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TABLE 2-3-9  Identify Your Authority When Documenting Violations

If the importation is: Then your authority is:

◆ Pet birds

◆ Hatching eggs

9CFR Part 93

◆ Semen

◆ Embryos

9CFR Part 98

Edible animal products such as:

◆ Meat and meat products

◆ Milk and milk products

◆ Eggs

9CFR Part 94

Inedible animal by-products such as:

◆ Bones

◆ Hides

◆ Skins

◆ Hay

◆ Straw

9CFR Part 95

◆ Casings 9CFR Part 96

Biological products that are intended for use 
in treating animals or diagnosing animal 
diseases, such as the following: 

◆ Vaccines

◆ Serum

◆ Test kits

9CFR Part 104

◆ Organisms

◆ Vectors

9CFR Part 104
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Arabic

FIGURE 2-3-4  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Arabic 
(front)
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FIGURE 2-3-5  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Arabic 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration, in Chinese

FIGURE 2-3-6  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Chinese (front)
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TABLE 2-3-10  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Chinese (back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Dutch 
�

FIGURE 2-3-7  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Dutch 
(front)
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FIGURE 2-3-8  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Dutch 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration, in English

FIGURE 2-3-9  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in English 
(front) (Revised 04/02)
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FIGURE 2-3-10  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in English 
(back) 
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Farsi

FIGURE 2-3-11  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Farsi (front)
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FIGURE 2-3-12  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Farsi (back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration, in French
��

FIGURE 2-3-13  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in French 
(front) 
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FIGURE 2-3-14  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in French 
(back) 
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6059B, Customs Declaration in German

FIGURE 2-3-15  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in German 
(front) 
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FIGURE 2-3-16  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in German 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration, in Hebrew

FIGURE 2-3-17  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Hebrew (front)
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FIGURE 2-3-18  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Hebrew (back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration, in Italian
�����

FIGURE 2-3-19  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Italian 
(front) 
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FIGURE 2-3-20  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Italian 
(back)
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6059B Customs Declaration in Japanese 
�����

FIGURE 2-3-21  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Japanese 
(front) 
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FIGURE 2-3-22  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Japanese 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Korean 
����0

 

FIGURE 2-3-23  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Korean 
(front)
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FIGURE 2-3-24  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Korean 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Polish

FIGURE 2-3-25  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration in Polish (front)
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FIGURE 2-3-26  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Polish (back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Portuguese
     

FIGURE 2-3-27  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration in 
Portuguese (front) 
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FIGURE 2-3-28  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in 
Portuguese (back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Russian

FIGURE 2-3-29  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Russian 
(front)
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FIGURE 2-3-30  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Russian 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration in Spanish
���

FIGURE 2-3-31  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Spanish 
(front)  
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FIGURE 2-3-32  Example of Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Spanish 
(back)
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6059B, Customs Declaration, in Vietnamese

FIGURE 2-3-33  Customs Form 6059B, Customs Declaration, in Vietnamese (front)
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FIGURE 2-3-34  Customs Form 6059, Customs Declaration, in Vietnamese (back)
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